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Senior Advances to Semi-Finals
Round of National Merit Competition

Senior Helen Dahnke was recently informed that she has advanced to the semi-finals
round of the National Merit Scholarship competition. The competition is among the most rigor-
ous in the nation. Of the 1.4 million students who take the test, the 15,000 students with the
highest score will be named as a semi-finalist and be invited to compete for a Merit Scholar-
ship. The award will be given based upon the student’s SAT score, extra-curricular and com-
munity activities, and their GPA. Only 2000 students will win a Merit scholarship.

Helen has been a student at FCS since pre-school. She is a straight A student and an
athlete. She is the soccer team captain and has played on the Fayetteville Force soccer team.
She is involved in the school mentoring program, National Honor Society, RUSH club, is year-
book editor, and active in her church. She is an example of a Christian woman who is sincere in
her walk with the Lord.

Helen is not the first from FCS to be a semi-finalist. We have had six semi-finalists.
Two went on to win a National Merit Scholarship. They were, Erin Peters in 2000, and Lee
Warren in 2006. In 1999, although Jennifer Hagin didn’t win the Merit Scholarship, she was
awarded a Special Corporate Scholarship sponsored by National Merit. Senior Brittani Fanz
was notified yesterday she qualifies to compete for a Special Corporate Scholarship.

This is Brittani’s second year at FCS. She is Vice President of the Student Council,
President of the RUSH club, in the mentoring program, plays on the varsity soccer team, is
involved in the Wednesday Watrriors bible study, and is in the National Honor Society.

Considering only 2000 students from across the country win a Merit Scholarship each
year, it is quite astounding that our small school has had two winners, 1 Special Corporate
Scholarship winner and 6 semi-finalists! Both Merit winners and the Special Corporate
winner attended FCS since pre-school. This validates our curriculum as being academically
rigorous and challenging as we prepare our students for college. Our developmental curricu-
lum used in the elementary school, helps students develop critical thinking skills which is the
foundation for academic success in the high school.

Both Helen and Brittani will be notified in the Spring if they have won. We hope that
Helen can be our third Merit winner and that Brittani will be our second Corporate Scholarship
winner! We are very proud of their accomplishments and their Christian testimonies.

Two Seniors Earn Their Eagle Scouts

Seniors Jamie Owen and Stacey Lane have earned their Eagle Scout.

Stacey has been a student at FCS since 7th grade. He has been on the
cross country and soccer teams, on the yearbook staff and in Band. Outside of
school he is active in his church and serves as a usher and altar server. He also
teaches a class for new altar servers. He has been a scout for seven years and has
been working on his Eagle Scout for 3 years. His Eagle project was to build a cere-
mony stand and flower bed at VFW post 10 in Raeford.

Jamie has been at FCS since pre-school. He has been a scout for 13 years
and has worked on his Eagle for three years. He is involved in his church and played
baseball and soccer for the Warriors and is in Drama Club.. His project was to re-
path a mile of trail at the Botanical Gardens.

Both of these fine young men are good examples of Christian character and
service.
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Wit for Today

One of our kindergart-
ners told his teacher,
“Someone in the bath-
room took their pants
off to go to the potty
and he even took his
legs out of his sleeves!”

A Look Ahead

December 1—Pep Rally—2:00 p.m.
December 2—JH Play—6:30 pm
December 7—JH/HS Christmas
Program—=6:30 p.m.
December 8—Elementary Christmas
Program—=6:30 p.m.

December 9—Cheerleading mini-
Camp—1-4:00 p.m.
December 11—Pre-K Christmas Pro
gram—10:30
December 15,18,19—JH/HS Finals
December 19—Half Day




By Terri Crowther, JH Principal

I would like to wish everyone a blessed and happy holiday season. I am so ex-
cited about our many special events planned here at FCS for our Jr. High Students.
Recently we were able to participate in a canned food drive to reach out to our com-
munity in celebration of Thanksgiving. We gathered hundreds of cans of food that
were donated to the Food Warehouse.

Just around the corner we will be able to enjoy seeing just how talented
many of our students are. On Saturday, December 2nd at 6 p.m., our Jr. High Drama
Class will be presenting The Apple of Contentment and Poultry In Motion. Seating
begins at 5:30 p.m. and admission is $2 per person. Then , on Thursday, December
7th, will be our Jr./ Sr. High Christmas Program at 6:30 p.m. And of course we will
be having a Christmas party for our Jr. High classes on Thursday, December 14th.
Last of all for this month , we will be finishing out our first semester with finals De-
cember 15th, 18th and 19th. My prayer is that coupled with tinsel will be thankful-
ness, in the midst of lights will be love, and in the center of Christmas will be Christ!
...Be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that you may have the full riches of
complete understanding, in order that you may know the mystery of God, namely,
Christ. (Colossians 2:2-3) Have a very merry Christmas!

Warrior Teams Continue to Shine
From the desk of AD Shane Wallace

Our Volleyball program has received national recognition by PrepVolley-
ball.com who has named us as on the bubble as one of the top 100 programs, both
private and public, in the US! PrepVolleyball.com is the organization who follows
volleyball at all levels to include, Junior Olympic, high school and collegiate pro-
grams. Thanks to our coaches, Kim Fowler and Chuck Donnell, for their dedication
to our school!

Fumarola & Watts Set to Play in the Shrine Bowl

FCS’s star quarterback Garrett Fumarola and top linebacker Bennett Watts
have been invited to play in the prestigious Shrine Bowl. The Shine Bowl is for pri-
vate schools and students are selected from all across the southeast region.

Kevin Nichols named an ESPN Athlete of the Week
Senior Kevin Nichols was selected as a ESPN Athlete of the Week. He
earned this honor for his game debut when he scored 30 points. Way to go Kevin!

Basketball Teams Off to a Great Start

We look forward to a strong season this year in our basketball program.
The boys posted their first win by beating Wilson Christian Academy and by win-
ning the Tip Off Tournament. The Warriors are coached by well known Fayetteville
basketball coach Steve Graham. Graham returns to FCS after a 6 year hiatus. He
coached here for four years and produced conference champion teams. He says he is
committed to re-building our basketball program and enjoys working with our kids!
Thanks Coach Graham!

The girls are coached by third grade teacher Head Coach Natalie Brew and
English teacher Tina Nygaard. Natalie has coached our middle school program and
stepped up to lead the Lady Warriors. She has been a strong influence this year and
pushed the girls to excel. Our girls scored more points this year in their first game
than they scored in any game last season. We look forward to a great building year!
A BIG thanks to Coaches Brew and Nygaard!
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By LaKena Dunham, Elementary Principal

Second grade teachers Mrs. Moore and
Mrs. Vega recently took their classes to visit
the Carolina Healthcare Nursing Facil-
ity. Each student made a Thanksgiving
placemat to present to a resident as the stu-
dents sang patriotic and Christian
songs. The residents were all very pleased
with the children’s visit. Many clapped and
sang along as they listened. The second
grade classes went to Carolina Healthcare
after they discussed how they could show
their thankfulness to God by bringing joy to
others’ lives. “We can show God how much
we love Him by loving others around us.”
Mrs. Moore explained to her students. After
overcoming their initial jitters, many of the
students felt comfortable reaching out and
hugging the residents. The trip was well
received by parents, students, and the staff
of the nursing facility. The FCS administra-
tion agreed that the trip was definitely teach-
ing students to “think, live, and lead as
Christians.”

High School Highlights

By Lynn Atchley, HS Principal

In 2004, FCS added new courses to its high
school curriculum. For the first time, the cur-
riculum included college transfer courses, also
known as Huskins classes. These college
classes are approved by the UNC system and
are taught under the direction of Fayetteville
Technical Community College. FCS now
offers college classes in math, computer, Span-
ish and English. The students use FTCC text-
books and are expected to abide by FTCC
policies, including attendance and make-up
work. Through these classes, students can be
exposed to the college experience before they
leave high school. They must complete as-
signments and meet deadlines, just as they will
in any college. Best of all, FCS students who
earn an average of at least 77 for the class can
earn college credits that will transfer to any
North Carolina college or university that is part
of the UNC system. Although they are not
obligated to do so, many private colleges also
accept the credits. Some of our graduates have
entered college as freshman with as many as
20 credit hours already on their transcripts
before they actually graduated from high
school.

FCS is blessed to be part of the college
transfer program. We are thankful to FTCC
for their help in developing this program with
us.




